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the envoy took occasion to expostulate upon the advantages
stipulated for Britain with France; said " It was his opinion,
that those ministers ought, in respect of the friendship be-
tween both nations, to acquaint him what these advantages
were; and that he looked upon his country to be entitled,
by treaty, to share them equally with us: That there was
now another reason why we should be more disposed to
comply with him upon this head; for since the late resolu-
tion of the House of Lords, he took it for granted, it would
be a dangerous step in us to give Spain to a prince of the
house of Bourbon; and therefore, that we should do well to
induce the States, by such a concession, to help us out of
this difficulty."

Mr. St. John made answer, "That there was not a man
in the Queen's council capable of so base a thought: That
if Buys had any thing to complain of, which was injurious to
Holland, or justly tending to hurt the good correspondence
between us and the States, he was confident Her Majesty
would at all times be ready to give it up; but that the
ministers scorned to screen themselves at the expense of
their country: That the resolution Buys mentioned, was
chiefly owing to foreign ministers intermeddling in our
affairs, and would perhaps have an effect the projectors did
not foresee: That, if the peace became impracticable, the
House of Commons would certainly put the war upon
another foot, and reduce the public expense within such a
compass as our treaties required in the strictest sense, and
as our present condition would admit, leaving the partisans
for war to supply the rest."

Although the secretary believed this answer would put an
end to such infamous proposals, it fell out otherwise; for
shortly after, Mons. Buys applied himself to the treasurer,
promising to undertake, " That his masters should give up
the article of Spain, provided they might share with us in
the Assiento for negroes." To which the treasurer's answer
was short, " That he would rather lose his head than consent
to such an offer."

It is manifest, by this proceeding, that whatever schemes
were forming here at home, in this juncture, by the enemies
to the peace, the Dutch only designed to fall in with it as
far as it would answer their own account; and, by a strain